
Minutes

Planning Commission

October 4, 2021

The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on October 4, 2021 at 6:30pm at the
Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present
were Chairman Jerry Bishop, Rodney Williams, Myles Biggerstaff, Teraseta Ellerbe, Will Crist,
Melanie Nichols, Alberto Gonzales, Jeff High, and Perry Toomey. Planning Director Greg Beal,
GIS Technician Michael Godwin, Planning Technician Elisa Neal, and Planner Brandon
Livingston were also present at the meeting.

Chairman Bishop called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda;
Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any
member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and
refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a conflict of
interest.

Chairman Bishop moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Mr. Toomey
made a motion to approve the minutes with no corrections and Mr. Crist seconded the motion
with all in favor.

Planning Commission

Chairman Bishop moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Public hearing for review and
recommendation to City Council, regarding a request by Lehigh Holdings LLC, for a rezoning of
7.88-acre tracts of land at 300 Woodlawn Avenue, Tax Parcel #123116, 402 Meller Street, Tax
Parcel #123107, and Tax Parcel #123118 from Light Industrial (L-1) to Conditional District
Mixed Use. 

Mr. Livingston began by stating that the owner of the Woodlawn Mill, Roger Lovelett, submitted
an application for a Conditional District rezoning for mixed use. The property has been listed for
sale and there has been interest, but a limitation Mr. Lovelett expressed was the current zoning of
Light Industrial (L-1) due to the districts limited allowed uses. 

Mr. Livingston said the mixed use zoning could allow for multifamily/apartments, office, retail,
brewery, distillery, brewpubs, art studio, artist work space, restaurant, or indoor recreation uses.
There is no intended user at this time, but we are encouraged that Mr. Lovelett is willing to be
proactive to amend the zoning. 

Mr. Livingston added that a Public Involvement Meeting was held on September 29 from 4:00 to
6:00 PM with three members of the public in attendance. The overall feedback was positive with
one comment that a neighbor wanted to assure that no government housing would be approved.
Government housing is not part of this rezoning plan. 

Mr. Livingston continued by saying that the Mill was identified in the 2018 Strategic Vision Plan
and Mr. Lovelett participated in the planning process, which is appreciated so that a publicly
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supported plan can better align with a private property owner's vision. Mr. Lovelett is here to
speak and answer any questions if needed.

Chairman Bishop opened the floor to the public. No one came forward, Chairman Bishop closed
the public hearing.

Chairman Bishop opened up the floor to the Commission for questions.

Ms. Ellerbe asked how the property currently looks and what the state of the mill was currently
in. Mr. Beal said that the mill was in relatively good shape and that a lot of the mill could be
refurbished. Mr. Beal also discussed the history of the mill over the past few years as well as how
Mr. Lovelett had parts of the warehouses demolished due to them being the areas of the mill with
the most damage.

Mr. Toomey asked what development B of the site would most likely be used for. Mr. Lovelett
stated that this area would most likely be used for parking due to most of the area being in the
flood plain/floodway. Mr. Beal added that this area was in the 500-year floodplain and that it had
the potential of flooding but it would not be frequent.

Mr. High asked how this new zoning would fit into the Vision Plan for the City. Mr. Beal stated
that there was a need for commercial uses in the area of the mill, particularly because of the
property being near the downtown center and with the site being in the downtown overlay.

Mr. Gonzalez asked if there would be screening required for the house on Meller Street due to its
close proximity to single family residences. Mr. Beal said that once site plans are submitted for a
particular use, a 25-foot buffer would need to be shown on the plans between the property and
the single family residences.

The property owner, Roger Lovelett (508 East Kingston Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28203), added
that he was in the middle of the process for adding the property to the National Historic Register
and had sent in an application to the registery within the past few months.

Mr. Beal added that this rezoning was a more proactive approach than the 6-month process that it
could possibly take to rezone once a developer that was interested in the property came in to
develop.

In summary, Mr. Livingston stated that staff supported a recommendation by the Planning
Commission to amend the zoning from Light Industrial to Conditional District Mixed Use.

Mrs. Nichols made a motion to recommend the rezoning to City Council and Ms. Ellerbe
seconded the motion with all in favor.

With there being no other comments, Mr. Biggerstaff made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms.
Ellerbe seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 6:48pm
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